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Right Reverend Father in Gop, 


EH ELNK YT 


Lord Biſhop of LO N'DO Ne. 


Mr Lox »; 


SECS Humbly Offer to Your Lordſhip's 
2 S Gracious Peruſal a Sermon,which 

among many others, I Preacht 
gu laſt Summer at Sabſworth ; 
Fudging this the trueſt way to give Your 
Lord{hip an Impartial and Naked Account 


of ny ſelf. 2 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | " 


Your Lordſhip was pleaſed Five Years 
ao to take me immto Your Gracious Prote- 
chon, and ſoon after to raiſe me from the 
Duſt, and Ordain me, and procure me an 
Honeſt Maintenance : Therefore, that Your 
Lordſhip might not repent of Your Gracious 
Vouchſafements , I have made it my whole 
Buſmeſs ever fmce, to become an Engliſh- 
man, and a Right Son of the (iurch, by 
Studying her (;onſtitutions and «Method 0 
4 reaching : What I have performed in theſe, 
let Your Lordſhip with a Favourable Eye, 
Juage. - Ms 

I am, My Lord, the Work of Your 
Hands ; and as Your Lordthip has begun 
to faſhion me, fo You may make me up into 
what You pleaſe : I want, My Lord, but 
the Opportunity of doing my Self and Others 

ro0d ; and although my Preſence be weak, 
yet T have (Thank Cod) ſeriouſly, and to 
my Comfort, weighed the Importance of my 
Uidertaking ; and 1 hope Your Lordſhip 


53 
Will 


will never find me wanting Dilizence and 
Faithfulneſs, and Care tm the Diſe charging 
of any Office that Tour rod 1p may be 
pleaſed to put me upon. but this, My Lord, 
I muſt humbly expel? at Your Lordſhip's 

Hands, who beſt now m Your great W! if 
dom what T am FA for. In the mean time 
I make daily Prayers for Your Lordihip's # 
Health and Happineſs, and that God 

be pleaſed to continue long Your Lirdng p 
among us, for the Glory and Benefit of the 


Church ad Kingdom, and the Foy oF Com- 
fort of, 


MY LORD, 
Your LORDSHTIP*'S 


Moſt humble, moſt obedient, and 


molt obliged Servant, 


London, 
Dec. 19. 1684. 
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SERMON 


Preached on Sr. Mark, 13 >. 
He has done all things well. 


1 *HESE Words contain a part of the ap- 
plauſe which the Multicude gave to our 
Saviour, after he had cured a deaf-dumb 

Man by only putting his Fingers into his Ears, 

and touching his Tongue with his Spittle, and 

looking up to Heaven, and ſaying , Be oper'd ; 
that is, Let all the Tmpediments be removed that 
thou haſt in thy Hearing and Speech. 

This was a Wonderful Miracle, to cure incu- 
rable Diſeaſes (ſuch as Natural Deafneſs and 


Dumbneſs are) by Words and other means in- 


ſignificant of themſelves, as bare Touching, - and 


a 'Man's Spittle, which have no Natural Virtue 
B in 


—_ 


in them to. produce that effe&t: And therefore 
our Saviour ( who well knew that a Multitude 
are given to talk, and as yet had Reaſons to bn- 
ceal himſelf) charged them not to divulge ir, 
and by that means diſcover him. 

But 'tis the cuſtom of common People to talk 
the more, when commanded to hold their 
Tongue : It fell out that this Wondering Mul- 
ritude, the more our Saviour charged them to tell 
no Man, ſo much the more a great deal they publiſht 
it ; being aftoniſht beyond meaſure, and ſayins, He 
bas done all things well , he makes both the Deaf to 
hear, and the Dumb to ſpeak. 

And as Fools will ſometimes give ſound Ad- 
vices by chance, ſo they ſpoke, in ſo ſaying,a greac 
deal of Truth more than they were aware of : 
For theſe Words may be taken for a proper and 
full account of our Saviours Miniſtry , and the 
juſt Apology/or Defence of his Mediatory Office. 

Therefore I ſhall examine them under another 
proſpect, and ſtretch them into a wider ſenſe than 
they intended ; and prove that our Saviours Oe- 
conomy was the Wieſt Contrivance that could 
ever enter into the thoughts of Man ;. That all 
that happen'd to him in his Mediatorſhip ; All 
that he did, or faid, or ſuffered, was calculated 
by an All-knowing Providence ; That a Divine 
. Wildom did ſhine through all, 

; All 


C3) 
All that belongs to our Saviour as Mediator 
. may be reduced under four Heads : His Circun- Wl! 
ftances (as TI may call them) his Life, his Do= | 
Grine, and his Miracles: I will ſhew that be has i} 
done well in all theſe, (That he that came to Re- } 
deem Mankind by ſatisfying for their Sins could \1þ 
not have pitcht upon a better way to effect it than lf 
our Saviour did; ) And thus bottom our Faith, , | 
or rather unravel the Foundation of it, that it may j 
appear to the World how ſubſtantial it is, and 
we be ready to anſwer when any Man ſhall ask 
us, why we are Chriſtans. 

Firſt, T ſay, Thar the Circumſtances of our Savi- 
our were wilely contrived. | il 
T here are three ſorts of Greatneſs : The Great- al 
neſs of Kings, the Greatneſs of the Learned, and 
the Greatneſs of Holy Men. The generality of | 
the Jews expected the firſt in our Saviour 3 they i 
ſought in him a Conqueror that ſhould vanquiſh it 
and rout the Roman Armies, and reſtore them to i 
their former Independency and Power : But this 
was not becoming the Prince of Peace, and the 
Mediator between God and Man : He came to 
reconcile Men to God and one to another, to 
ſave their Souls as well as Bodies; And a tumul- 
tuous Warlike Life was not fit for ſuch a deſign. 
Certain blind Zealots amang them lookt for the 
Second ; They thought that he would have defi- 
B 2 ned 


4 


1 Pct. 3.15, | | 


talk of Learning ; 
of the Fall of Adam likewiſe (for in the State of 


Es 


ned all nice points, and ſatisfied the frivolous Cu- 
rioſity of their Rabbyes ; and the very Woman of 
* Samaria Was in hopes that the Meſliah would tell 
them all things : But neither was this agreable 
with our Saviours purpoſe ; He aim'd higher than 
the ſetting up of a School and being the Head of a 
Particular Se&t : His deſi gn was to clear the way 
to Heaven and cleanfe the Minds and Aﬀecttions 
of Men, not to deſcribe the Phaxnomena of Na- 
cure, and inftru& them 1n inſignificant Truths : 
Therefore it was expedient that he ſhould have 
the Greatneſs only of a Saint : For he came to 


Teſtore Nature, the great loſs of which was Ho- 


lyneſs : So that it did not become him to Reign 
and Conquer, for theſe were Introduc'd by Sin, 
(for before it there had been no need of Kings, 
nor occaſion of Wars, and every Family had li- 
ved ſecure and peaceable by it ſelf : ) Nor to 
Write and Diſpute, and find out Inventions, and 
for theſe are but a conſequence 


Tanocence, Men had known enough Naturally, 
to ſerve the ends of a harmleſs Life; and not need- 
ed ſuperfluous Accommodations, and Curious 
Knowledge ;) But only to be. holy, and patient, 
humble, and without Sin, which is the Character 
of a Saviour : And that Chriſt had this fort of 
Greatneſs, will appear by examining his chief 
Circumſtances. His 


SS 
His Birth was obſcure in the- eſtimate of the 
World : His ſuppoſed Father was an ordinary 
Tradeſman , and his Mother earned her L; ving 
by Spinning, as Hiſtorians inform us. Tf He had 
been born of an Illuſtrious Family, his ſucceſs | 
might have been attributed to his Relation, and 114 
the Intereſt of his Blood and Alliance : If of a if 
Rich, it might have been ſuggeſted thar Money - « 
had got him Followers : Bur all his Relations 
were poor, and unknown, himſelf lo till his Do- 
&rine and Miracles made him famous. [His Ori- 
ginal was no other than that of ſome of the an- i 
cient Prophets, who were Shepherds and Herds- am 1.1. || 
men, as Amos among others. 
But if we turn the Glaſs we ſhall ſee him high- | 
ly deſcended, even formed by God in a ſpecial i 
manner; without any Father of his Humane Na- / 
ture but the Holy Ghoſt, and begotten of God il 
himſelf as to his Divine Name: ; Singular by his W 
Eternal Generation, and of the ſame Humane id 
Deſcent as Adam, the Nobleſt of all Men, fince j 
he derived his Pedegree from God, and is called il 
His Son 1n the Scripture. Luk 3.38. 
His Imploymrent and Education were but mean f 
likewiſe in appearance : He followed his reputed 
Father's Trade till he begun his Prophetical Of- 
fice. And as for his Breeding, How knows this Job. 7. 159 
Man Letters, ſaid the Jews, having never learnt ® 


Whence 


{\Þh. 6. 15. 
| 


CE) 


oo Whence has be this Wiſdom ? Tt ſeems he had 


none of the School-Accompliſhments. He lived 
in the rudeſt part of Fudea, Galilee, and obſcu- 


- reſt Village of Galilee, Nazareth : And, Out of 


Galilee ariſeth no Prophet, {aid the Prieſts and Pha- 


45 rifees: Can there any good thing come out of Naza- 


reth? ſ2id Natbanael to Philip. If he had been 
bred up a Scholar, his prevailing upon the Minds 
of Men had been imputed to his Learning, and 
Skill in Oratory : If a Souldier or a Courtier, his 
Arms and Power, his Dexterity and Infinuations 
had been alledged as the Cauſes of his Succeſs : 

But he was nothing leſs than this; He refuſed to 
be made King, and hid himſelf from the Multi- 
eude to avoid their Applications. His Nation, 


| Relations , Friends ſcorn'd him, and traduc'd 


him as an Impoſtor , a Stirring-ſeditious Man, 
none but inconfiderable People followed him, 
that his Parts might the better prove themlelves 
to be Divine : And indeed they were ſo : His 
Inployment even from the Age of Twelve, was 


* the Buſineſs of his Feather, the Commiſſion which 


he had reccived from God, greater than any that 
Kings can give. by their Charters; and his Edu- 
cation and School was in Heaven; His Maſter and 


Tutor God himſelf : No Man has aſcended up into 


. Heawen, but he that came down from Heaven, even 


the Son of Man which 3s in 1 Heaven. 
Art 


; "NF 

At his Tryal there appear'd no Evidence for 
him, (although. he might have produc'd infinite 
Witneſſes of his Innocence ) no Counſel, no 
Help: If Orators and Lawyers had pleaded 
his Cauſe, the Injuſtice of his Accuſers had been 
ſet out by ordinary Means ; but he took a con- 
trary Method ; His only Innocence did confound 
Pilate, and open'd his Eyes fo, that he plainly war.1s. 
ſaw the Malice of his Enemies. Wicked Men 
will plead Not Guilty, but he did not ſo much as 
plead : He open'd not bis Mouth, he was brought as 
a Lamb to the Slaughter, and a Sheep before the Wai 53.7 | 
Shearer. Before the Prieſts he anſwer'd nothing war. :6.- 
at firſt, becauſe he knew that his Tryal was but © 7** 4 
a Pretence ; 3 That they were reſolved to have his Mar. 14.4] 
Life, and that the beſt Defence in the World ©***? 'l 
would not ſave him : At laſt he appealed to all 
the World that had heard him, whether there,  _ 1 
was any thing of Sedition or Irreligion i in his Do-. j 
Erine ; More he would not ſay, this being the ju. 8.1 
beſt Vindication that a Man can give of himſelf: | 
And when the Judge trifled about with inſignifi- jos. rg. 
cant Queſtions, he would anſwer no more : And '* [ 
even when checkt by him for his Incivility, ( as | 
Pilate thought his refuſing to give him Anſwers 
was). he wiſely taught and frighted him, by put- 
ting him in mind that his Power was from God; 
that he was bound to make a Rational, not Ar- 


bitrary. 
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(8) 
bicrary Uſe of it, and that He that bad delivered 
him unto him had the greater fin. Before Herod 
he would ſpeak never a word, becauſe it was 
meer Curiofity that made the Tetrarch ask him 
Queſtions; he was in Mopes to hawe ſeen ſome 
Miracle done by him, but did not think of doing 
him juſtice. 

One of his Diſciples ſold him, another denied 
him, all forſook him and fled, that there might 
be no pretence, nocolour of Humane Help in the 
cale : And yet he bore all this with an unmoved 
Conſtancy, which (if any thing) muſt needs ar- 
gue extraordinary and prodigious Strength of 
Mind, or Supernatural Aſſiſtance, or both. 

His Death was infamous and cruel, the Prepa- 
ratives to it dejeting and ignominious. The 
Croſs was a Puniſhment inflited upon Slaves, and 
he was Crucified, and between two High-way- 
men too : And to make the Victim ready to be 
offer'd, the Mockeries of a Crowd of People, the 
Raileries of the Prieſts and Senators; the ſeſts of 
them that paſt by, and of his very Fellow-Suffer- 
ers, whipping, buffetting, ſpitting, were the In- 


_gredients: The greateſt King or Scholar meerly 


ſo, had not been proof againſt this, but would 
have betray'd his Weakneſs and Frailty : For, 
who could bear the Scorns 2nd Aﬀronts of a 
Multitude, the Odium of all the Great Men in a 
Nation, 


(9) 
Nation, and withal the moſt Exquiſite Sufferings 
that could be inflifted on, or born by Man, withs 
out ſhrinking under the Burthen ? I defie the 
greateſt Courage upon Earth, and the perfeCteſt 
Stoick to bear half fo much as this amounts to : | 
But our Bleſſed Saviour held it out, and injoy'd i | 
amidſt all theſe, preſence and ſerenity of Mind | 
beyond all imagination : He adviſed St. Peter at Luk. 2. 6r4 1 
his Tryal by his Looks, and comforted his Friends * **'** 
in Tears about him on his way to the Croſs : 

Only when the Weight of God's Anger preſt 
hard.upon him, he was a little diſcompoſed, Fry 

before his Tryal, and near his Death : He wiſhe 

with God's conſent that ſo much Pain might be M2639, 
waved ; and humbly complained that Go had & 37-46: | 
forſaken him : But as to Men he remained un- ſ 
ſhaken and unmoved, becauſe his own Virtue and 
God's Afliſtance ſuſtained him : And how deſti- 
rute ſoever of all Humane Succour, in that there [ 
was none to help and comfort him, yet his own ti. 6. 5. 
Arm, his own Strength brought Salvation unto him, 
his Fury and Divine Power upheld him. 

His Reſurrc&ion and Aſcenſion were private. 
He could bear Shame and Death in publick, but 
did not care to ſhew his Greatneſs and Fxaltation 
to the World: Another having vanquiſht Death, 
and render'd of no effe& the Malicious Attempts 
of the Prieſts and Phariſees, would have inſulted 
upon 


| 


(10) 
upon them, and quick as a Spirit publickly ter” 
rified them : But he ſhewed himſelf only to a 
few Honeſt Witneſſes, that the thing might be 
beyond all doubt; but otherwiſe was ſo far from 
Oſtentation and Revenge, that he retired while 
upon Earth, and ſhortly after went up to Hea- 
ven ; a fign that he was repleniſht with Efſen- 
tial Greatneſs, and ſcorn'd the feeble part of it, 
the being taken notice of ; that he was indeed 
above Humane Greatneſs, above the Greatneſs 
both of Kings and Doctors, and really full of che 
Truer and Nobler. fort of Greatneſs belonging 
only to Holy Men. The World had refuſed ſuf- 
ficient: Proofs of his Divinity, and now he would 
not give them ſenſible Proofs of ir, although moſt 
Glorious and Well-reflecting upon him : They 


_ did not deſerve to ſee him great, having ſcorn'd 


him when mean and deſpicable ; and as he bore 
the Scorn and Contempt of the World before, 
without dejection of Spirit, ſo now he ſcorn'd 
their Eſteem and Admiration, and bore his Great- 
neſs without Pride and Elevation of Mind : A 
Mark that he was Proof againſt Humane Great- 
neſs and Meanneſs, and infinitely above both, 
and ſuſceptible only of\ Supernatural and Divine 
Greatnels. 

Thus I have trac'd the Holy FESUS through 
all the Stages of his Incarnation, from his Birch 


up 


$5. ca * 
up to his Aſcenſion, and' diſcover'd in him no- 
thing but Greatneſs every way, ſuch as became a 'Y 
Saint and a Saviour: I proceed to the ſecond | 
Head, his Life, to ſhew that in it likewiſe he | 
has done well. 

The Life of our Bleſſed Saviour was the Holy- 
eſt Life that ever was ſeen upon Earth , as Holy 
as could be defired by God himſelf, a Heap and [ 
Meeting of all manner of Virtues : He was the i! 
Son, and only fon of God, and by that Quali- 
fication infinitely Exalted above all the Sons of 
Men ; and yet how Studious of Humility, that 
Lovely Virtue, and the Foundation of all others ! 
He was a Saint by Nature, and needed not have 
followed the hard Method by which Sinners do 
become Saints, Auſterity and Mortification 3 and 
yer would frequently be Faſting and Watching. 
How ſparing, and common, and courſe was his | 
ordinary Diet? He had Meat to eat that Men jg, za 
knew not of. How often did he ſpend the Night | 
in Medication, and willingly deprive himſelf of | 
Sleep? He had plenty of all Graces in him, and | 
yet as it he had been moſt deſtitute of them, 


was {ometimes whole Nights in Prayers: In the 
Day-time && was commonly imployed in Offices 
of Charity, and went about doing good. He was aa. to, y 
Maſter of Men and Devils, and yet how meek 
and gentle towards all Men, even tothe Devil in 
C2 


(1) 
the Deſart, who tempted him with the utmoſt 
C | Impudence, contenting himſelt to ſend him away 
JÞiat.4-:0- with a mild rebuke, Get thee hence, Satan. He 
L | was Almighty, and proved himſelf to be fo on 
ſeveral Occaſions, and yet he ſubmured himſelf 
to the Devil to be tempted by him, and to. Men 
to be ſcorn'd and abuſed by them : There was 
| not the leaſt mixture of ſinful Infirmity in him, 
(Fob. 8.45; and he defied the Jews to find any, Which of you 
 conwinceth me of fin £ 
Ic would be endleſs to infiſt on all his particu- 

lar Virtues; I ſhall rake further notice only of 
three : He was Dutiful to his Parents, Loyal to 
his Superiours, and Religious towards God : Or 
the beſt Son, the beſt Subject, and the beſt Chri- 
ſtian at ever was, (it we may call him a Chri- 
ſtian, from whom all Chriſtians derive that Glo- 
rious Title.) 
i His Duty towards his Parents is unparallell'd : 

k.2.5!- Alchough the Son of God, yet he was ſnbje& not 
H only to | his Mother, bur alſo to Foſeph his repu- 
ted Father : He was ſo tender of his Mother, 
| that he took care of her ro his dying hour, and 
ÞÞ. 12. 27. recommended-her to his beloved Diſciple hang- 
i ins on the Croſs; and yet his atiectiym cowards 
her was free from that Howelad and ſoft fond- 
neſs, by which we do commonly expreſs our 
love to our Friends and Relations ; this 15 a kind 


of 


(13) 


of a fin, and therefore he was without it: Ibo 


ro one that interrupted his Preaching to tell him 
that they deſired to ſee him : To intimate that 
our love to our Relations and Friends, and in ge- 
neral to the Things of this World, ought to be 
founded on Virtue and Duty, not guided by blind 
paſſion, and diforderly affe&ion. 
| He was a very Loyal Subject. The Romans 
had lately Conquer'd Judea, and Emperors more 
lately Inſlaved the Romans ; lo that being a Few, 
and one of the Royal Family, that might lay 
claim to the Scepter ; and the Dominion of the 
Romans over the Fews being unlawful, and thar 
of Emperors over the Romans, an Ulurpation ; 
He had the faireſt pretence in the World to take 
up Arms againſt the Roman Governours, cry Li- 
berty and Property, at leaſt deſire Redrels of Grie- 
vances: And yet he did nothing of this; he | 
Obeyed the then Laws and Magiſtrates , and & 
commanded to pay, and himſelf paid Tribute to 
Ceſar. If he had been born in a Commonwealth, 
he - would have been a Commonwealth-Man ; 
but being born in an Empire, whether lawful or 
no he inquired not, but gave a good example of 
Obedience to others. How much more would 
he have done fo, had he been born under a King, 
whoſe Anceſtors had held that Throne time out 
| of 
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is: my Mother, and who are my Brothers ? ſaid he wat. 13. 48, 
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(14) 
of mind, and were at firſt lawfully Conſtituted? 


This is a great Leflon to us, who live under a 
Chriſtian Prince, our Natural and Lawful Sove- 


. raign, to behave our ſelves with all Loyalty to- 


wards . his Government, and upon no pretence 
whatſoever recede in the leaſt from our Alle. 
Stance. 

But the greateſt of our Saviour's Virtues is ſtill 
behind, his Piety towards God and his Church : 
The Jews bad ſtrangely corrupted their Religi- 
on; they had ſet up the Conſtitutions of Men in- 
ſtead ot -che Ordinances -of God; and neglecting 


. Mercy and Fudgnent the weighty Matters of the | 


Law, did ſtick purely to: outward Performan- - 
ces: He was come to take away the Ceremo- 
nial part of the Law of: Moſes, ( and therefore 
choſe Cuſtoms alſo that were not derived from 
him, but from after Ages) and deſign d to eſta- 
bliſh a holy and perfect Religion in the room of 


It; and yer how gently he introduc'd this pure 


Religion ! How he begun by laying a good 
Foundation , viz. inviard Purity, and the exact 
(bGrvition of the Moral Law! How in the 
mcan time he comply 'd with indifferent and 
harmleſs Rites , ſpecially decent and ſignificant 
Ones? He ſubmitted himſelf ro be Circumciled, 
although he vas to aboliſh Circumciſion : He Ce- | 
Icbrarcd the Paſſover an hour before he Subſtituted 


his 


| C 5 ) | 
his holy Supper in its place : He was come to 
-annul all Jewiſh Holy-days, and yet obſerved 
even. thoſe that were ſprung up fince Moſes ; 
the Feaſt of the Dedication of the Temple, which Job. to. 3 
(by the Circumſtance of being Winter then) muſt 
be that which was Inſtituted by Fudas Maccabeus. 'Macc.4-55, 
Tt he thus Obey'd the Laws of a Corrupt Church, 
what muſt we think he would have done, had be 
lived in a pure One, whole Laws were Rational 
and Decent ? And therefore they that do not 
comply. with the Ceremonies of Oprs, muſt ei- 
ther ſhew that they are more Superſtitious than 
the Jewiſh were ; or by Miracles or Prophecies 
produce their Commiſſion from God, to ſet up 
a more perfect way of Worſhip : Till they do 
one of theſe, they are obliged to conform to her 
Orders ; and if they do not, they muſt give me 
leave to tell them, that they do not imitate the | 
Example of Chrift. ; 

The third thing to be examin'd is Chriſt's Do- | 
Grine , 1n Which he has done as well as in the 
two former. 

The beſt Science and moſt uſeful Art that can 
ever be taught or learnd by Man, is, The 
Method by which he may be as Happy here as 
poſſible, and infinitely Happy hereafter : For, 
all other Sciences and Arts are ſubſervient to this, 
this comprehends them all; and a Man that-is 
as 


(16) 
as Happy here'as Mortality will let him, ' and his 
Well-grounded and Rational Hopes of being per- | 
ſetly and for ever ſo after Death, is indeed the 
greateſt Doctor and Scholar in the World ; for 
he knows the moſt profitable Things, and has the 
ſureſt Method to attain the injoyment of them. 
This very Science and Method our Saviour taught 
u3. The Heathen World had been in queſt after 
Truth for many Ages ; the Jews half knew it; 
but neither could ever find its Point and Center : 
Bur our Saviour removed the Obſtacles, and clear- 
ed the way, and laid open that admirable and 
ſo long ſought-after Science : He gave us true 
Notions of Things, and ſhewed us a compendi- 
ous way to Happinels : He taught us what God 
1s, what we are, what is our Duty to God, how 
far diftant we are from him, which way we may 
approach him, and be like him ; ' what we owe 
to other Men and our ſelves, what we are to do 
to pleaſe God, and be reconciled with him, and 
prevent difpleafing him for the future. In. a 
word, he preſcribed an Infallible Method of Hap- 
pineſs here, and Salvation hereafter, if Men will 
bur follow it. | 

The chief and almoſt fole Ingredient of this 
Receipt and Method, is Virtue and a good Lite : 
This is the Article moſt inſiſted on by our Bleffed 
Saviour, and by him ofteneſt inculcated and re- 
peated : 


peated : He knew the Errours of Hiftorians-in 
Matters of Fa&, and of Philoſophers in Matters 
of Reaſoning, and might have redreſt them if he 
had pleaſed ; but he Fig never a word of theſe, 
becauſe he had greater Errours to mend : The ſe- 
veral groſs Miſtakes of the Heathens in their va- 
rious Religions were not hidden from him : The 
numerous Hereſtes among the Fews, ( ſpecialiy 
that Fundamental one defended by the Saddncees, 
who denied the Immortality of the Soul, and 
conſequently the Reſurrefion of the Body) were 
plainly known to his infinite Wiſdom, and yet 
he did not confute them, but contented himſelf 
with well Teaching. Oaly once being preſt by 
the Importunity of thoſe Miſcreants, he ſmartly 
and clearly reproved their Errour, and the People wat. :+. 
marvelled at his Argument, and themſelves had * - 
nothing to anſwer. And another time he catch 
the Phariſees by a plain Queſtion about the ſenſe ,, ,z,, 
of the firſt Verſe of the 110th Pſalm. Other. #45 
wiſe his Sermons had generally for ſubje& inward | 
Purity and Holyneſs, to give us this Important 
Leſſon, That his Religion is not a formal angry 
Science, full of Nice and Intricate Arguments, of 
Curioſities , and Frivolous Confutations, but a 
Practical One , conſiſting more in Doing than in 


Talking. 
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Agreeable to this, he did Hot dreſs up his Pre- 
cepts and Do&trines in Humane Learning , or 
deliver them in the Eloquent way of the Greeks 
and Romans : Had hedone fo, the Motive of our 
Faith and Obedience had been Humane : But he 
gave them in the plaineſt Method poflible , by 
Similies and Parables, wrapt up in the Reverend 
old way of Proverbs and Common-fayings, that 


the verieſt Ideots might underſtand them; He 


conveyed to us the high Notions of God and his 
Kingdom, by the Familiar Comparifons of a King- 
ly Feaſt, of a Houſe-holder and his Husband-men : 
He did adumbrate the different Members of the 
Chriſtian Church by the Emblem of a Field, and- 
its ſeveral: kinds of Szed, of a Net, and the ſeve- 
ral ſorts of Fiſhes it citches, hee. This 1s low 
as the World repures 3 bur how great 1s it 11 1t= 
ſelf ? For, theſe very Sayings and Expreſſions he 
brought down from Heaven, frons the Boſom of 
his Father, where he lay. from the beginning, and 
was in time bred and inſtructed ; Al things that 
F have heard of the Father, T have made known 
into you. 

He pull'd down the Ceremonies and Paper= 
Building of the Law, it is true; But did he not 
make amends for chis, by Ere&ting in. the room 
of it a ſtrong and beaurifal Building, made up of 
Marble and Precious Stones ? He reje&ed indeed 
the 


(19) 
the common Interpretation which the Rabbyes 
had put upon it ; but in the mean time highly 
recompenc'd that loſs by his Admirable and Divine 
Gloſſes : They underſtood it of the -Outward 
Adgts only , but he went further, and extended 
1t to the very Thoughts : They ſaid that Men | 
ought not to All one another ; He ſaid that they Mat, 5. > 
ought not to Hate one another : They {aid that 
Mea ought not to Defile the Bed of their Neigh- 
bours by Adulteries ; He ſaid that they ought not *7-*%* 
to Dekhile the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, their 
'Souls and Bodies, by Unclean Thoughts and Im- 

pure Looks, &c. 

" Tnother things he abſolutely repealed the Laws 

of Moſes, as being too condeſcending to Humane 
Inclinations, and favouring too much of a Car- 

nal Mind : One of his Politick Laws was Reta- 
liation, An Eye for an Eye, a Tooth for a Tooth, Mat.5-3 
OA He raſed it, and in ſtead of Rewenge, ſo / 
ſweet to Corrupt Nature, ſet up that Divine and 
Tranſcending Law, The Forgiveneſs of Injuries, | 
even with this terrible Clauſe, That unleſs we Mat-5.14 
do ſo, we muſt never pretend to God's Pardon. 
Another allowed of Hatred and Immortal Wars 
againſt the ſeven Nations of Canaar ; Fe aboliſht 
that Bloody and Cruel Indulgence, and p ac'd the 
Love of Enemies, that Heavenly and God: like 
Virtue, in the room of it. Things connived art, 
LF 2 as 
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F*-5-3"-32 as Divorcements upon Frivolous Pretences, he re- 


dreſt, and New-modell'd and brought back to 
the firſt Inſtitution , None Lawful but in caſe of 
Adultery. - To be ſhort, he gave a Syſteme of the 
moſt refined and whollom Laws, and reſtored to 
its Integrity pure Reaſon, and the Law of God 
and Nature. 

He decided in a word the moſt Important and 
Eſſential Articles. of Religion; the Immortality 
of the Soul, Fear not them which Kill the Body, 
but are not able to Kill the Soul : Future Rewards 
* and Puniſhments, The Unrightcous fhall go away 
into Everlaſting Puniſhments, but the Righteous in- 
to Life Eternal. Another would have declaimed 
and largely deſcanted upon theſe : The Wieſt 
among the Heathens made their moſt ſerious and 
frequent Meditations about the Immortality! of 
the. Soul, Socrates, Cato, Tally,. Seneca, and others; 
and the moſt Eminent among the Ancient Fa- 
thers of 'the Church.can neverſay-enough; when 
they light upon the Subject of a-Furure Irreverſi- 
ble State : Burt our Saviour in ſhort folved the 
Queſtion, and made no more; of it than an ordi- 
nary thing; A fign that theſe Dreadiul Truths 
were familiar to him, his hopes of them'fure, and 
his thonghrs of them as.calm as ours when im- 
ploy'd upon our molt ordinary Concerns. 


As 
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As for Myſteries and Speculations, although 
they are/the higheſt and abſtruſeſt of all, yer no 
Religion has fewer than the Chriſtian : Our Bleſ- 
{ed Sayiour in Compaſſion to our Infirmity con- 
tented himſelt with revealing them that were ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be known, and the beſt Mo- 
tives to Holineſs ; his Incarnation and Satisfacti- 
on,.. the. Qperation of God's Holy Spirit, and a 
few.more :, And they that make a hard Science 
of Chriſtian Divinity, as if it was full of Diffi- 
culties and in{uperable Speculations, are very un- 
erateful;ro our Saviour, to multiply and intangle 
what: he.deliver'd ſo ſingle, and darken what he 
ſpoke ſo clear; And very injurious to Men, to 
fill their Minds with frivolous and inſignificant 
Scruples; -befides tk unſpeakable miſchief which 
they bring upon themſelves, by offering to ſup- 
port the Ark of the Covenant of Faith, with 
the bold and unhallowed Hand of Humane Rea- 
fon, and Philoſophical Diſquiſition. 

And that nothing ſhould be wanting to com- 
pleat the Perfeftion of Chriſtian Religion, he 
gave the beſt Demonſtration in the World of the 
Mykeries which' he taught ; that of the Evert, 
and Time, and Experience : He did not begin his 
Preaching by hard ſullen Principles, and barren 


| 
tedious Poſtulata, bur by plain Morals, and ob- Mat-s- | 
vious. neceflary Duties : And when the reaſon- and 7. | 


ablencſs 
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ableneſs of theſe was conſpicuous'to his Hearers, 
then he deliver'd what he had to reveal of ab- 
firuſe My ſeries, his Co-eſfentiality with his Fa- 
ther, the Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt, ec. 

He would not let chis Diſciples tell Men that he 
was the Meſſiah, that he was to ſuffer to redeem 
' Mankind, that he was'to be Glorified after his 
Neath, and that his Transfiguration was a token 
of his Reſurre&ion, till the event had proved 
theſe to be true : Tell no Man that I am the Chriſt, 
that I am to ſuffer, that 1 was Transfigured, till 
I am riſen from the Dead; for then the thing 
cannot be redargu'd, and muſt needs be be- 
hev'd. 

Had he begun by revealingof Myſteries, Man's 
Unbelief had had a fair 20g palliate its ſtum- 
bling at them ; bur he let Time prove | theſe, and 
then taught cham: Trinity was ſeen 1n his Bap- 
tiſm before ever he ſpoke of it : His Miracles 
had prov'd him to be the Son of God, a long 
time before he gave himſelf for ſuch : And what 
better Proof and Demonſtration of the Perſona- 
lity of the Holy Ghoſt- could he have given to a 
Socinian, than by his vifible deſcent upon his 
Diſciples, on the Feaſt of Pentecoſt ? | 

Thus it appears that Chriſt's Doctrine 1s che 
beſt in the World, conſiſting of moſt wholſom 
and neccflary Laws, ſublimeſt-and abſtruſeſt Spe» 
culations 3 b 


cafations; and yet all- deliver'd in the plaineſt 
Method, 'and proved by the ſrongel] and molt 
convincing fort of Demonſtration : And: what 
remains but.concluding, that. in this point alto; 
be. has done very well ?. : 

. I come to the Jaſt thing propofted \ his Mera- 
cles, ih which he has done welt likewiſe. 

The Miracles wrought by Moſes ſeem to have 
been more famous ; Dividing the Sea, Bearing 
Water out of a Rock, Raining Bread from Heaven, 
Changing the Rivers of Egypt into Blood, Con- 
ſuming the Land with Monſters: and: Diſcales; 
Sending Darkaeſs- on the Incredulous Country, 
Killing all cheir Firſt-born in a Night, &c. Bur 
the Miracles wrought by Chriſt are greater ne- 
vertheleſs, it we look on them with relation to 
the deſign. which- he propoſed , the Benefit and- 
Advantage, not Deſtruction of Men. 

He walkt on the Sea, (and might as well have 
divided it) not to drown an Army, but to 1n- 
ſtruct his Diſciples. He changed Warer into 
Wine, (and might as well have turned it into 
Blood) not to ſtarve the Feaſt for want of Drink,.. 
bur to ſupply the Maſter's. Want, and ſhew him: 
Gratitude for his kind Invitation. He multiplied 
the Loaves, (and might as {oon have dropt chem 
down from Heaven) not to lead a Nation up and 
down in a Deſart,but. to provide for a tamiſht and 
Weary: 
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weary Maulricude , and! give che.” meatw'to fol- 
low him . and be profired by his Holy Do&trine z 
He mighr as well have beat the Wine out of a 
Scone , as. producd- it out of Water, and done 
his other Miracles one way as the other ; but Fame 
| was not his aim, he had only a mind that his Mi- 
racles ſhould be beneficial to Mankind. He did 
not Depopulate a Country,. and Kill the well- 
Perſons in it, that they might let him g0 and ſer 
up for. a Temporal Prince ; but cured the Sick, 
and raiſed the Dead, that they might believe him 
ro be an Eternal Prince, that -was come on 
poſe ro lead the way to Heaven, and take \ 9m 
up thither along with him. To Kill and Deſtroy 
that one may be believed, is the partof an Angiy 
Judge ; and this was the Pesſon which God; and 
Moſes by his Command, did put on : but to be 
Kill'd that others may be Saved, 1s the part of a 

Redeemer, of the God of Love and Peace, and 
this was our Saviour's Chara&er. 

And then, Did Moſes raiſe any Dead Man ? 
iid he drive out Devils? Did he know the 
Thoughts of Men ? Did he Cure Diſeaſes by 
Words ? © Did his very Garments heal the Sick ? 
As for the Prophets that followed Moſes , their 
Miracles were often deſtructive, witneſs the Fire 


I wi 5-1. Which Elijah call'd down from Heaven on the 


Souldicrs of the King of Samaria; and the Two 
and 


"5 | -Þ | 
and Forty Boys torn down by a Bear at the re- : xing.2.24 
queſt of, Eliſha + And where they were benefi- Il 
cial, as in the Widows caſe, whoſe Oyl was in- *Ki"s- 4}; 
creaſed , and the Shunamite's, vwihoſe Son was | 
brought to Life again; the Workers were but 
Forerunners of Chriſt, and all together wrought 
not half ſo many as himſelf alone. 
His Miracles were not publick as thofe of 
Moſes, becauſe he would not prove his Doctrine 
by any thing that might be interpreted Oſtenta- 
tion, and the Motive of i it, Vain-glory : He chiefly 
defig ign'd to benefit Men by them, and therefore 
ſeldom did any before Great Men, ſpecially 
when not diſpoſed to make a good uſe of theni, - 
for fear they ſhould prove to them Occaſions of **-13-5% 
Scandal. He commonly forbad the Afliſtants to 
divulge him : In this very inſtance of the Text | 
he commanded the Multitude not to ſpread the ; 
Fame of his Curing the Deaf-dumb Man : He 
knew that it was more the Intereſt of others than 
his, that he ſhould be known and inquired after : 
He was unwilling to.be diſturbed in his moſt Im- 
portant Occupations, Teaching the Goſpel,. as he 
muſt needs have been by a Concourſe of People, 
if he had made any great noiſe. He knew that 
the Phariſees would come and diſpute, -and in- 
terrupt him, if they heard of his Miracles ; or 
be: hardned and blaſpheme, and aſcribe them to 
E the 
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the Power of: the Devil; and; theſe Inpediments 
to himlelt, and Temptatiais to others, he was 
willing to remove. 

But-' on the other hand, they were not done 
18 a Corner, as the Heatheniſh Impoſtures, but in 
open Day, and before the Face of the World:; 
tometimes 1n the High-way as it happen'd : Not 
by Tricks and Conjurations, and frightful Rites, 
but by Words, by Touching, and by Prayer. 
No foregoing Preparatives were requiſite, he did 
them on -a ſudden, and\whenever required. He 
61d not uſe various Methods, and require diffe- 
rent Performances of thoſe whonr he was to work 
them upon : Faith and Repentance was all he 
demanded; and, Go in peace, be cured, all the 
Rites and Words he uled. | 

But his greateſt Miracles are ſtill behiad. Did 
Moſ-s communicate hits Miracle-working Virtue 
to his. Followers, as our Saviour to his Apoſtles, 
and (which is more ) to after-Ages, ſometimes 
common-ordinary Men? Did Moſes propagate 
his Religion all the World over as Chriſt did? 
This is the Promife made to his Apoſtles, That 

they ſhould do greater Works than his ; for what 

can be greater rhan the Converſion of he whole 
World ? Other Miracles may be counterfeited, 
but this is the Finger of God : The Devil may 


do a Trick to delide Men , but nat to loſe his 


Empnre, 


Empire, and be caſt out of the World. The 


ews and their Religion never had footing but 
in a ſmall Trad of Land, Judea: The Heathens 
were.divided into a hundred different Se&s ; both 
upheld by Force and Arms, Laws and Magi- 
ſtrates, .as well as the Mahometans now : but this 
was done without Humane Strength ; the whole 
World turned Chriſtians of their- own accord, 
without Force , without Kings, withour Arms ; 
at the bare Preaching of Chriſt Crucitied, and by 
ſuffering when they were able to raiſe Formidable 


Armies, as Tertullian a Writer of thoſe Times ©" 45 


does atteſt. 

O Great Chriſt then in his Miracles as well as 
in all the reſt ! He has done well in all things : Let 
us be as true Diſciples to:him, as he was true Ma- 
ſter to us: Let us do our Duty as he has done his 
Part; and if any Adverlary ſhall attack him, ler 
us anſwer, He has done alt Things well. 

To conclude. I ſay that there 13 no Ground of 
Scandal in our Saviour's whole Miniſtry, and that 
they that are offended at his Circumſtances, or 
other things, are ſo without a cauſe; 4nd bleſſed 
are they that are not offended in him. 

Your God wasan obſcure Man, ſays the Few ; 
Your Saviour was himſelf. Crucified, crys the Hea- 
then; and I ſay, All the better. Theſe things are nor 
contrary to his Deſign, nor inconſiſtent with the 
Greatneſs of a Redeemer. Na 
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No King is EN for not being a great 
Marhematician : No Doctor is found fault -with 
for not being a good Sword-Man: Neither of 
them is blamed for not living an Acketich and 
Mortified Life ; becauſe thele things are not in 
their way : If a King be a good Ruler, and a 
Scholar a Bookiſh Man, it is enough: and why 
then ſhould any Body deſire that a Holy Man 
ſhould be either a King or a DoQor, a Rich-weal- 
thy Man, or a Learned-Curjous Teacher ? 

'Ts Death and Miſery incompatible with Holy- 
neſs? No. Ir may be with Humane Greatnels, 
but not with the Greatneſs of a Prophet : Nay, 
eufferings make part of his Greatneſs ; for, to 
ſuffer like a Chriſtian, is the infallible Chara- 
er of a great Mind; and to be truly VAL 
is to be truly Honourable. 

Let no Body therefore miſs theſe FREY in 
Chriſt ; he was to be great another way: And 

that he was ſo, I have ſufficiently evincd. 
__ Lerthisbeouranſiwer to a Heathen, ora Jew, 
or the Prophane Men of this Ape. 


